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The pond is now getting established; the common newts have settled in and survived 

the winter. The gabion sculpture near the pond is nearly completed as is the mosaic 

bee hive design bug hotel. With all the rain the garden has flourished and looks green 

and alive. 

 

 
 

The art group have learnt new skills in cutting, sticking and grouting as well as 

deciding which colours to use. We have planted from the list the Kent Wildlife Trust 

gave us ……….  

 

Our 2 groups 

range in ages 

from 5 to 16 

years of age. 

The mixture 

allows the older 

ones to 

support/mentor, 

showing the 

younger ones 

what to do and how to behave in a positive manner.  

 

 

 

Work always stops for wildlife; they are 

fascinated by the frogs, newts, butterflies, damsel 

and dragon flies as well as all the birds we get. It 

is helping to build nurturing /caring skills in them. 

The science class came out to see the frogs spawn 

and are at present watching the tadpoles turn to 

frogs. 

 



The gardeners have planted 

sawn wood to make the shelter, 

sown seeds which have been 

planted out, painted the wood 

with environmentally friendly 

paint and made bug shelter areas 

in the garden. One student 

collected oyster shells on holiday and brought them in; 

they were incorporated into the shelter and the mosaics. 

We have 3 students going to Hadlow College on 

horticultural courses this September. 

 

The art group is working hard we 

have finished completely now 2 

panels and varnished them. The 

students are in the process of painting 2 more panels and preparing 

some more panels to paint. They are priming, designing and then 

painting them. When completed the panels re then varnished. Lesley 

Gray, the artist, has set out what is expected of them with regards 

behaviour and they respect that. They are a hard working group of young people who 

like learning new skills and care about wildlife, they designed the below panels for 

the beehive mural for the insect hotel.  

 

The art group is relaxed and enables 

our young people not only to learn 

about colour and design, cutting 

mosaics, health and safety and 

setting them. They have and are 

learning about grouting, painting and 

preparing the wooden panels, 

measuring and sawing the wood. 

They are also gaining social skills 

and learning to share and take turns 

in conversation this summer we have sat 

down to a cream tea at the end of the 

session kindly supplied by Lesley Gray 

the local artist. The gardening group are 

learning team work and work well 

together. Both groups have been able to 

see the progress they are making and also 

the school is seeing what they are 

creating. More staff are using the garden 

as a resource and our wildlife is expanding. Without Nineveh funding none of this 

would have been possible. 


